Spontaneous lymphoma in a Japanese White rabbit.
Lymphoma was observed in a 4-month-old female Japanese White rabbit. Grossly, the markedly enlarged mesenteric lymph nodes, prominent Peyer's patches of jejunum, splenomegaly, and enlargement of tracheobronchial lymph nodes, adrenal glands and ovaries were observed. Histologically, neoplastic lymphoid cells proliferated diffusely showing frequent mitotic figures and a characteristic 'starry sky' appearance. Their basophilic cytoplasm contained a few lipid droplets. The mesenteric lymph nodes, Peyer's patches of jejunum, and tracheobronchial lymph nodes were largely replaced by the tumor tissues. The stomach, small intestines, especially the jejunum, liver, spleen, ovaries, and adrenal glands were heavily infiltrated with neoplastic cells. These results suggest that the present lymphoma may have originated from the gastrointestinal lymphoid tissue.